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THREATENED SPECIES LISTS 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.05 am]: Today I inform the house that nine 
flora and fauna species were recently added to the state’s threatened species lists. Listing native species as 
“threatened” strengthens the need for conservation action and helps to identify key species for protection through 
a range of initiatives such as the Kimberley science and conservation strategy and Western Shield. 

Carter’s freshwater mussel, which has declined in some south-west rivers, is the only animal that has been added 
to the list. The Departments of Parks and Wildlife, Fisheries and Water are coordinating management actions for 
this species, including measures to maintain catchment water quality. 

The eight plant species added to the threatened list will benefit from protection from impacts such as roadworks 
and land development, weeds, bushfires and grazing. Other key changes include an increased threat level for the 
western ringtail possum, which has moved up the list from vulnerable to endangered due to declining numbers in 
the southern forest areas and urbanisation pressures on coastal populations. A recovery plan has been prepared 
for the western ringtail possum and other management activities, including feral predator control, will continue. 
The flora species Banksia verticillata, which grows on the south coast, has moved from vulnerable to critically 
endangered. It requires ongoing management of threats such as phytophthora dieback, aerial canker and 
protection from bushfires. One flora species, Stachystemon nematophorus, a dense shrub in the Kalbarri region, 
was removed from the list because larger populations are now known to exist and are protected in 
Kalbarri National Park. 

These amendments have been made following recommendations by the Western Australian Threatened Species 
Scientific Committee, a group of independent experts that meets annually to review nominations to the lists 
using internationally accepted criteria developed by the International Union for Conservation of Nature. A total 
of 422 flora and 247 fauna species are now listed as threatened. 

The Liberal–National government continues to support threatened species conservation and since taking office in 
2008 has invested in a number of programs that benefit the recovery of threatened species, including more than 
$30 million for initiatives under the Kimberley science and conservation strategy for improved management of 
fire, feral animals and weeds, around $7.6 million for cane toad control and $250 000 for western ground parrot 
recovery in the south of the state. 
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